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OTESSA Online 2026

JUNE 8 • MONDAY

7:00am – 7:50am R The Chicken and the Egg: Underwriting Pedagogies of Care with Care-Centred Procurement Practices 
Speakers: Brenna Clarke Gray

7:00am – 5:00pm N Hallway Zoom (Open Session with Breakout Rooms Available; no moderator)

8:00am – 8:10am N Welcome and Announcements

8:10am – 8:30am P Beyond Openness: Transdisciplinary Collaboration in the Space Between Human and Machine 
Speakers: Sandra Abegglen, Barbara Brown, Patrick Hanlon, Leeanne Morrow, Fabian Neuhaus, Soroush Sabbaghan, Alexandra Poppendorf,
Mohammadmahdi Zanjanian, Bridgette Crabbe

8:10am – 8:30am R They Didn’t Expect the Barrier: Pre-Service Teachers’ Limited Awareness of Accessibility in Presentations for Deaf Students 
Speakers: Amel Benkohila

8:10am – 9:00am P Designing Place-Based Digital Storytelling for Community-Connected Learning 
Speakers: Lindsay Kincaid

8:30am – 8:50am P Open Education in the Age of Authoritarianism: A New 5Rs to Meet the Moment 
Speakers: Brenna Clarke Gray

8:30am – 8:50am R Meta-Relationality and AI in Education: Redirecting Reductionist Reasoning Toward Relational Capacity 
Speakers: Bruno de Oliveira

9:00am – 10:00am K [KEYNOTE] Beyond BigAI: Agency as Educational Practice 
Speakers: Bonnie Stewart

10:00am – 10:50am I [INVITED] Office of Community Engagement: Community-Based Participatory Research and Ethical Engagement at UNM 
Speakers: Tim Castillo, Sarah Helms, Karol Ibarra Zetter

11:00am – 11:20am R Beyond Engagement: Digital Storytelling as Pedagogy in Education Research 
Speakers: Lindsay Kincaid

11:00am – 11:20am R Beyond Screens: Digital literacy and Wellbeing in Manitoba Schools 
Speakers: Matteo Di Muro, Tracy Young, Michael Oduro

11:00am – 11:20am R Ethics, Ecology, and Educational Leadership in an AI Era: Policy Decision-Making for Responsible GenAI Adoption 
Speakers: Shawna Philpott

11:20am – 11:40am R Critical Supports for K-12 Online Learning Success 
Speakers: Randy LaBonte, Connie Blomgren

11:20am – 11:40am R Lived Experiences of Graduate Teaching Assistants in Technology-Mediated Teacher Education Program 
Speakers: Amel Benkohila, Jah-Amaka Iidong

11:20am – 11:40am R Self-Regulating Learning with GenAI: Post-Secondary Student Profiles of Use and Non-Use 
Speakers: Aidan Hodson, Mariel Miller, Chloe Wang

12:00pm – 1:00pm K [KEYNOTE] Free Learning: From Disruption and Digital Access to AI Fluency 
Speakers: Robert Luke

1:00pm – 1:20pm R Advancing Equity for Complex Trauma Survivors in Online Higher Education: A Literature Review 
Speakers: Hilary Schmidt

1:00pm – 1:20pm R Micro-Credentials Beyond Modularity: Rethinking Competency, Skills, and the Knowledge Economy 
Speakers: Paula Marcelle

1:00pm – 1:20pm R Reframing Equity in Online Higher Education: A Scoping Review of Universal Design for Learning 
Speakers: WanQi Jin, Kami Hazlewood

1:20pm – 1:40pm R Characteristics and Cross-Cultural Choices: Modality Preferences of East Asian Learners in Canada 
Speakers: Meo Cui, Valerie Irvine

1:20pm – 1:40pm R Trust as Pedagogical Infrastructure: Examining Teacher Perceptions of AI Disclosure and Relational Conditions 
Speakers: Jing-Yuan Huang, Michael Pin-Chuan Lin, Daniel Chang, Marco Ho, Chien-Liang Lin, Jeeho Ryoo

1:20pm – 1:40pm R Where Have the Commissions Gone? Long Time Passing 
Speakers: Laurie Corrigan, Lorayne Robertson

2:00pm – 3:00pm I [INVITED] Designing Learning Climate for Collaborative Reasoning 
Speakers: Hannah Grossman

2:00pm – 3:00pm I [INVITED] Digital Sovereignty in Canada: Why and How Higher Education Can Lead 
Speakers: Emma Irwin

3:00pm – 3:50pm P Three Technoskeptical Design Tools for the Development of Mixed-Reality Simulations in Teacher Education 
Speakers: Erin Anderson, Brendan Calandra

3:00pm – 3:50pm R Beyond AI as Tool: Indigenous knowledges and relational accountability in educational technology. 
Speakers: Cash Ahenakew

3:00pm – 3:50pm R Higher Education Wasn’t Built for Us: Designing for Historically Underserved Learners 
Speakers: Hilary Schmidt, Valerie Zuccolo, Shanthi Besso
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Zoom 14:00pm – 5:00pm N Networking Social
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OTESSA Online 2026

JUNE 9 • TUESDAY

8:00am – 8:10am N Welcome and Announcements

8:10am – 8:30am P Opterna: An Open AI Study Companion for the BC Open Textbook Collection 
Speakers: Elizabeth Childs, Robynne Devine

8:10am – 8:30am R The Seduction of Techno-Solutionism: A Critique of AI Governance and Epistemic Inequality in African Higher Education  
Speakers: John Issahaku

8:30am – 8:50am R Approaches to Making Learning Processes Visible in an Age of GenAI 
Speakers: Valerie Irvine, Adrian Granchelli, Michael Paskevicius

8:30am – 8:50am R Teaching AI Literacy in Higher Education: National Trends from Canadian Academic Libraries 
Speakers: Marta Samokishyn, Jairo Nabor Ciro

9:00am – 10:00am K [KEYNOTE] Higher Education Transformation and Lifelong Learning 
Speakers: Marti Cleveland-Innes

10:00am – 10:50am P Personal Learning in the Age of AI 
Speakers: Stephen Downes

10:00am – 10:50am R Addressing the Implementation Gap for Pedagogical Innovation in Higher Education 
Speakers: Eucharia Uranta-Okonkwo, Nadia Abu-Zahra

11:00am – 11:20am R The Evolution of Merging Modes: From Fragmentation of Terminology to Advancing Research and Practice 
Speakers: Mariel Miller, Valerie Irvine

11:00am – 11:20am R What Counts? Rethinking Faculty Evaluation in the Age of Open Scholarship 
Speakers: Inba Kehoe

11:20am – 11:40am R Beyond Textbooks: Student Perspectives on the Rising Costs of Course Materials 
Speakers: Joanne Kehoe, Katie Harding, Rebecca Bekele

11:20am – 11:40am R Enhancing Remote Student’s Social Presence Through Role-based Collaboration Scripts in Synchronous Hybrid Learning 
Speakers: Shunkun Yao

12:00pm – 1:00pm K [KEYNOTE] Beautiful Ideas, Missing Machinery: Why Bad Ideas Spread in Education, and How to Use Models Without Being Used by Them 
Speakers: Dave McAlinden

1:00pm – 1:20pm R Instructor Perspectives on Large Language Model Use in BC Higher Education 
Speakers: Colin Madland, Valerie Irvine, Okan Bulut, Christopher DeLuca

1:00pm – 1:20pm R Pan-Canadian Analysis of K-12 Digital Literacy Policies 
Speakers: Lorayne Robertson, Heather Leatham

1:20pm – 1:40pm P From Compliance to Co-Regulation: Guiding Students’ Critical Use of Generative AI in Learning 
Speakers: Aidan Hodson, Mariel Miller, Lucinda Brown

1:20pm – 1:40pm R Emerging Research into Nontraditional Learner Persistence in Online Continuing Education 
Speakers: Valerie Zuccolo

2:00pm – 3:00pm I [INVITED] AI Killed OER... Long Live OER! 
Speakers: Royce Kimmons

2:00pm – 3:00pm I [INVITED] Sector Transformation in BC Higher Ed 
Speakers: Don Avison

3:00pm – 3:50pm P Beyond Posts and Replies: Using Online Discussion Forums for Building Engagement and Learning Communities 
Speakers: WanQi Jin

3:00pm – 3:50pm P Operationalizing Research Findings into Practice through Evaluation 
Speakers: Julie Needler

4:00pm – 5:00pm N Networking / Unconference (Breakout Rooms by Topic)
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